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His Dominion is the title of a new Quarterly Review “ dedi- 
cated to Thought and Action in the Church of England in Canada”’ 
as “a free-lancé publication, subject to no pressure group ”, 
published “with the permission of the Father Superior "’ of 
S.S.].E., Bracebridge, Ontario, Canada, though * the Editor 
alone is responsible for the opinions expressed in articles not 
bearing another name, and the Society, as such,”’ is not involved. 
We welcome the first issue of the Quarterly, which may be ob- 
tained from the Cowley-Bracebridge Press, Bracebridge, Ontario, 
Canada, for 50 cents a year, and wish it every success. 

From its Canadiana"’, which, future isstes will attempt 
to survey the Canadian Religious Scene from the standpoint of 
the Catholicity of the Anglican Communion,’ we quote the 
following paragraph. 

{4 * * * * * 

» The Church of South India.—** A careful perusal of the Church 
Newspapers in the Autumn of 1947 would have given little hint 
that the Anglican Communion was going to lose four Dioceses 
m/India. The inauguration of the South, India Church marked 
the first time that the Anglican Communion had agreed to unite 
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with a non-Episcopal Body. As far 3 as most Anglicans in Canada 
know about it, they would probably be in tm of the scheme. 

Although the Archbishop of Canterbury implored the parties to 
wait until Lambeth 1948 could give some direction, the Unionists 
were desirous to have the union cemented before. opposition be- 

came organized. Lambeth 1948 could only suggest an interim 
policy and left the details of this policy to each Province or 
Regional Church. The American Episcopal Church has shelved 
the matter until the Convocations of Canterbury and York issue 
their report in a few years’ time. Have we done the same? For 
the sake of the record the issue is a simple one. Do you believe 
in priesthood, sacraments, the revealed Catholic Faith, and the 
use of the Creeds, with the ancient interpretation of Holy Scrip- 
ture ? Do you expect your Pastor and your Bishop to accept the 
plain teaching of the Ordinal? If you answer ‘ yes’ to these and 
similar questions, you must refuse to consider the South India 


Scheme.” 


The C. D. C.P. Accounts for 1951 have now been audited and 
may be summarized as follows :— 


£ 
Balance from .. ‘sie 178 
_ Subscriptions to F aith and U nity... nail ion ane 338 
Donations, collections, etc. ext 352 
£874 
Payments 
Secretary—Salary and Expenses ... 304 
Faith and Unity—Printing and Distribution... 
Travelling Expenses—Council and Representatives .... 75 
Annual Conference .. ise sad ~~ 24 
London Service and Meeting 
Printing and Literature... ais 
1 
| £874 


If these accounts are compared with those of 1950 it will be 
seen that our receipts were a good deal less in 1951. Donations 
and collections were down by more than {150, and subscriptions 
to Faith and Unity by roughly £35, though expenses of printing 
and, mainly, distribution were up by some £30. Economies were 
made in travelling and secretarial expenses, but even so our bal- 
ance at the end of the year was less i t the beginning. As 
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EPISCOPACY 


A second extract from the article, “One*Church, One Faith, One 
Lord”, weprinted by permission from “C.R."'’, No. 196, 
Christmas, 1951. (Concluded.) 


The function of the Bishop towards the Church is threefold. 
First, he has the duty of maintaining the faith of the Church, 
by guarding and expounding the true faith and by banishing 
strange and erroneous doctrines. This is provided in the questions « 
in the Ordinal put to him at his consecration. His duty is to be 
performed in union with other bishaps. This, among us, is 
implied by each bishop being required, as a preliminary to his 
consecration, to take an oath of due obedience to his Metropolitan. 
It thus seems that the claim sometimes put forward that each 
bishop has full independence in his own diocese may at times be 
over-emphasized in parts of the Anglican Communion. 

A Bishop has also to foster the life of grace in the Church 
because he is the chief pastor in the local church in his diocese, 
and because he is the princtpal minister of the sacraments and © 
because he has the power of ordination. Our Ordinal refers to 
the admission of the bishop-elect to Government in the Church 
of Christ, questioning as to diligence in driving away erroneous 
and strange doctrines, to the authority which he has by God's 
word, to fidelity in ordaining, to gentleness. b ee 

Lastly, it is the duty of a bishop to maintain the unity of the 
faithful in the Church, because he is the centre of bre of the 


faithful in his diocese; and-is the link which unites the local 


Church with the whole body. The Ordinal says that he is to set 
forward quietness, peace and love, among all men, to correct and 
punish such as are unquiet, disobedient and criminous, to use the 
authority given him not to destruction, but to salvation; not to 
hurt but to help, as a wise and faithful servant, giving his family 
their portion of meat in due season. Hooker refers us to St. Cyprian, 
and it is on such grounds that Cyprian speaks of the episcopate 
as the sacramentum unitatts. The term in this sense carries us 
back into the middle of the third century, some seventy-five 
years before the council of Nicaea, and is older than when applied 
to the idea of the Eucharist as the Sacrament of unity, which is 
said to date from St. Augustine, some two centuries later than 


Cyprian. 


Finally, we have to consider the jeaction towards the world, 
which is to fulfil the charge given to\the apostles and to go into 
all the world and proclaim the gospel to every creature. This we 
find St. Peter with the eleven revealed as doing at Pentecost, 
summoning his hearers to repentance and faith. And of this 
work St. Luke carries on the record, until Paul arrives at the 
centre of the Roman world, and brings the message as an apostle 
to the Imperial city. ROBERT BAKER, C.R. 
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ANGLICAN-SWEDISH RELATIONS 
SOUTH AFRICA 


The Episcopal Synod of the Church of the Province of South 
Africa has recently promulgated four Resolutions dealing with 
the relations between the Church of the Province and the Church 
of Sweden in southern Africa. In order to understand the signifi- 
cance of these pronouncements and their bearing upon the move- 
ment for reunion, it will be necessary to recount some missionary. 
history. | 

Resolution 10 of the Synod reads as follows :—-‘‘ It was resolved 
that the Church of the Province of South Africa should recognize 
the orders of the Bishop of the Church of Sweden in Seuthern 
Africa and of the priests who have been ordained by a Bishop of 
that Church in person.”’ 

For many years the Church of Sweden has had Missions in 
southern Africa. Within the Union the chief centre of their 
activity was originally in Zululand, but as in the case of other 
rural missions the missionaries have had to follow their converts 
migrating to the labour areas, and a number of congregations 
have been established in the towns of such areas as the Witwaters- 
rand. -Other Lutheran missionaries at work in southern Africa 
came from North America, Germany, Norway and (in South- 
West Africa) Finland. In spite of some divergences in doctrine, 
organization and liturgical practice these five Lutheran missions 

in such matters as the training of clergy and teachérs 
and in the publication of literature. There is also inter-com- 
munion between them, which means in practice that communi- 


cants of the Swedish Church may receive communion at the 


hands of non-episcopally ordained ministers. ie 


Until the-year 1949 the Swedish Church had no resident Bishop 
in South Africa. The highest dignitaries of the Church were 
priests having the title of ** Dean ’’. But in 1949 the hopes and 
desires of many were fulfilled when the Rev. Erik Sundgren was 
consecrated to the Episcopate. The chief consecrator was Bishop 
Ysander who came out from Sweden especially for the p 
He was joined in the act of consecration by two Bishops of the 
Church of the Province of South Africa. At the time of the con- 
secration the Archbishep of Cape Town made it clear that this 
action was taken without prejudice to the future relations between 
the two Churches. But he also agreed with Bishop Sundgren to 
appoint representatives to carry on conversations with repre- 
sentatives of the Swedish Church about such relations. From 
Sweden Arthbishop Brilioth sent his approval of the proposed 


- conversations, which he desired should -be exploratory and non- 


committal. He also suggested that the point for discussion 
should be doctrinal conditions for inter-communion 
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result of this agreement a two-day conference took place at 
Rosettenville in Johannesburg in January 1951 between Bishop 
-Sundgren and three Swedish priests and Bishop Fisher (then of 
Natal), the Bishop of Zululand, and four Anglican priests. At 
the end of the conference a factual record of the discussions was 
drawn up and signed by all those who had taken part for pre- 
sentation to the authorities of the two Churches. In addition to 
this report each delegation was free to make its own recom- 
mendations to its own authorities. In the case of the Church of 
the Province these recommendations formed the basis of discus- 
sion in the Episcopal Synod held in October 1951 from which 
issued the Resolutions which are the subject of this article. 


STATUS OF AFRICAN MINISTERS 

Resolution 13 of the Episcopal Synod resolved “ that in view 
of the fact that the Bishops cannot regard the existing African 
ministers of the Church of Sweden as having been episcopally 
ordained, they cannot at the present time give general authoriza- 
tion to advice being given to communicants of the Church of the 
Province to receive communion in the’churches of the Church of 
Sweden, and before that is done in any case the sanction of the 
Bishop of the Diocese should be obtained "’. It should be noted 
at this point that the Resolution recognizing the orders of Bishop 
Sundgren (No. Io above), goes on to recognize those of * priests 
who have been ordained by a bishop of that Church (of Sweden) 
in person’, (Italics ours). One of the most important matters 


that of the validity of the orders 


of fourteen African ministers of the Swedish missionary Church. 
Before the appointment of Bishop Sundgren with jurisdiction 
over the Swedish Church in southern Africa certain African men 
had been ordained by a priest of the Swedish Church, specially 
commissioned in each case by the Archbishop of Uppsala, to act 
on his behalf. Nevertheless when Bishop Sundgren was appointed 
it was then generally felt that some act of ratification should be 
performed by him in person and a service was held in which this 
~ wasdone. The actual formula us¢d by the bishop on that occasion 
was approved by Archbishop Eidem and was in the following 
terms : * In accordance with the ancient rule of the Church and 
in accordance with our desire to give expression of (sic) our unity 
with other Christian Churches, | contirm as your Bishop the 
ordination to the priesthood, which you previously received ; 
praying that God, our Father, may help you always to serve 
Christ’s Church in faithfulness and perseverance '’. This declara- 
tion was followed by the laying on of hands, the Bishop saying 
the grace over éach minister and then, as in the Swedish rite of 
Ordination, the Lord’s Prayer. Before this service of ratification 
took place and when it was known that it was about to be held, 
there had been an unofficial discussion between the Bishops of 
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Natal and Zululand and Dean Swensson of the Swedish Mission 
at which the Bishops had proposed a somewhat different formula 
incorporating the phrase ‘I ratify the ordination previously 
‘given, and bestow upon you the benefit of episcopal ordination 
to the priesthood "’. This suggested form of words, however, did 
not prove acceptable to Archbishop Eidem for the very reason 
that it appeared to cast doubt upon the former ordination of 
these men. A very thorough discussion took place in the Roset- 
tenville Conversations upon the significance of these two acts- 

the original ordination by a priest and the subsequent ratification 


by a Bishop. The Swedish representatives stated that their 


Church does not hold that the power of ordination resides in the 
Priesthood. In the cases under review it had been delegated to a 
priest by the Archbishop in the peculiar circumstances of the 
African mission-field at that time. In the eyes of their Church 
these ordinations were “ valid but irregular ’’., The purpose of 
Bishop Sundgren’s “ confirmation "’ of their ordinations was 
certainly to add something to their ministry : namely to enlarge 
its scope in the Universal Church and to put these African priests 
oni the same footing as priests in Sw eden, all of whom have been 
ordained. 

n passing judgment upon the status of these African ministers 
of the Swedish Church a very important principle was involved. 
The Bishops of the Church of the Province were unable to accept 
the sufficiency of either the original ordinations of these men. 
performed by_a_priest, or the formula of ordination used by 
Bishop Sundgren, to convey the grace of priestly orders. BY 
implication they have rejected the doctrine’ of ‘‘ ordination by 
delegation ’’. It is unfortunate that this decision will in practice 
further restrict the opportunities for inter-communion between 
Anglican and * Swedish”’ Africans, already limited for other 
reasons. But in view of the facts it is difficult to see how the 
Bishops could have decided otherwise without committing them- 
selves to a very dubious theory of episcopal ordination, 


INTER- COMMUNION 


The second part of Resolution 13 deals with the question of 


Inter-communion as that arises directly out of the first part. 


The two remaining Resolutions concerning the Swedish Church 


(tr and 12) are also on the same subject and may therefore be 
taken together with the latter part of No. 13. 

It should be remembered that there are comparatively few 
white Swedish Lutherans in South Africa, so that those most 


‘affected by these Resolutions will be the native African members 


of the two Churches. A considerable number of Anglicans are in 
schools or other institutions of the Swedish Church Mission, either 
as pupils or teachers or in some other capacity. It would be very 
convenient if communicants of our Church in such circumstances 
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could be given general permission to communicate at Swedish 
altars. Unfortunately the custom referred to above of allowing 


_non-episcopally ordained ministers of other Lutheran, gom-. 


munities to administer the sacraments in Swedish missions had 
already made the giving of such A general permission impossible. 
Had it been possible for the Bishops to recognize the true priest- 
hood of the African ministers this would have had the effect of 
enlarging the field wherein some more general permission for 
inter-communion might be given by increasing the occasions on 
which it might be reasonably expected that the Eucharist cele- 
brated was valid beyond doubt. It looks as though for some many 
years to come inter-communion between the Churches will be 
mainly one way traffic -that is to say of Swedish communicants 
in Anglican churches. It is with this side of the question that 
the remaining two Resolutions dtat.” Resolution 11 reads ~ It 
was resolved that communicants in good standing in the Church 
of Sweden, if deprived of the opportunity of communion in their 
own Church, may temporarily be admitted to commiunion in the 
Church of the Province on the same terms as communicant 
members of the Church of the Province’. This is followed by 
Resolution 12, “‘ that when members of the Church of Sweden 
who have not been confirmed by a bishop desire to become 
members of the Anglican Church, it should be required that they 
receive episcopal confirmation 

Resolution rr merely gives general permission for a practice 
which already obtains in the Church of the Province. Hitherto 


each case arising has been referred-to- the Bishop, but-now 


appears that parish or mission priests may admit communicants 
of good standing in the Church of Sweden to communion, on their 
own responsibility. There is, however, a slight restriction on this 
right implied in the phrase “ on the same terms as communicant 
members of the Church of the Province ’’. This phrase as it 


stands is somewhat ambiguous. It cannot mean “ after episcopal 


confirmation "’ as that matter is dealt with in Resolution 12. In 
view of the recommendations sent to Episcopal Synod from the 
conference at Rosettenville, the writer interprets the sentence’ 
to mean that the persons so admitted to occasional communion 
must be in good standing not only in the Swedish Church but also 
by Anglican standards. The proviso was necessary because of 
certain differences in the discipline of the Churches in, for example, 
the status of re-married divorcees. The background of Resolution 
12 is to be found in the Swedish practice of Confirmation. Con- 
firmation is administered by priests in the Swedish Church, and. 
for a long period the use of the laving-on-of-hands was in abeyance. 
Since 1942 the practice has been re-introduced as an optional 
alternative in Sweden. In the Missions of the Church in southern 
Africa it has been compulsory since 1949. There seems to be some 
likelihood of episcopal Confirmation becoming the normal rule 
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in the Mission Church where the African laity would probably 
welcome it warmly? Nevertheless there will be for many years 
communicants of the Swedish Church who have not been con- 
firmed by a Bishop. Such persons may communicate occasionally 
at Anglican altars, but if the ‘y desire to become members of the 
Church they must submit to its discipline and be confirmed 


according to our rite, 


PROSPECTS FOR REUNION 

No doubt the integral reunion of the Swedish and Anglican 
Churches in this land is still a long way off. But equally without 
doubt the appointment of a Swedish Bishop for southern Africa 
has greatly enhanced the prospects of that ultimate visible union 
for which we yearn. For this we thank God and take courage. 
We should-now pray and labour for the spread_of Catholic Order 
and Catholic Faith and’ practice amongst the ‘on-episcopal 
Lutheran Missions in this land. If this growth ts to take place 
it would appear that it must come through the agency of the 
Swedish Missions which have at. length received the gift of 
Catholic Order in the inauguration of an historic Episcopate, 
locally adapted to the needs of a young but expanding indigenous 
Church. C, E.G. Goopa.t, C.R. 


from page 74. 

we said in our February issue, it was only the generous response 
of the Religious Communities to a special appeal by our Chairman 
Which enabled Carryon. We ther appealed to our readers: 
to help us, but the response to that appeal has been very dis- 
appointing, so that we again have tu ask our readers to try to find 
more subscribers to our funds. One of our supporters has put 
out a challenge : she has oflered 45 towards our work if nineteen 
others will also give 45. If her challenge is taken up it will be a 
great help to our funds. Others may be able to help us with 
smaller sums, or larger, or by taking a collecting card to gather 
in help from their friends. Collecting cards may be had from the 
secretary, ©.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent,,and offers 
or cheques to meet the 45 challenge may be sent either to him or 
to the Treasurer, the Rev. k. M. M. Newbatt, 52 Clissold Crescent, 
London, N. 16. Sums large or small will be gratefully acknow- 
ledged. 


Communications for the Editor and Annual Subscriptions to 
Faith and Unity, which may commence at any time (minimum | 
subscription, post a four shillings a year), should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P. % Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, England. 
Rece ipts for amounts under ten shillings will be enclosed with the 
next issue after the s:bscription has been received. 
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